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CONSIDERATIONS, 

H  E  Affairs  of  North  America ,  are 
of  fb  much  Importance  to  this 
Kingdom,  that  I  make  no  Apology 
for  offering  a  few  Thoughts  on  this  Subject, 
to  the  Confideration  of  the  Publick. 

For  whether  we  look  at  the  Well-being 
and  Content  of  near  two  Million  of  Englijh 
Subjedts,  on  that  Continent,  defcended  from 
and  infe  par  ably  connected  with  ourfelves  j 
or  weigh  the  Effedts  which  their  Difcontent 
and  Unhappinefs,  ffiuft  unavoidably  produce 
on  this  Country,  fcarce  a  more  important 
Objedt  can  prefent  itfclf  to  an  Englifhman. 

The  Interefts  and  Affairs  of  the  neigh- 
Wring  Kingdoms  and  States  in  Europe, 
affedt  us  in  a  very  remote  Degree,  however 
we  may  have  been  accuftomed  to  confider 

A  2  them. 
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them,  when  compared  with  thofe  of  our 
own  Colonies,  and  the  Effedts  that  naturally, 
inevitably  arife  from  the  Loyalty  and  Affec¬ 
tion,  or  the  Difgud  and  Ill-will  of  fo  large 
a  Part  of  our  Fellow-Subjedts :  Men,  indeed, 
who  are  bound  to  us  by  Duty,  but  whof® 
Diffance  from  us,  would  render  it  difficult 
for  this  Kingdom,  to  keep  them  always 
under  the  Redraints  of  Duty ,  ffiould  they 
ever  find  it  their  Interejl  to  attempt  in  Ear¬ 
ned:,  a  Diffolution  of  that  facred  Bond  ;  and 
either  concert  the  Means  of  ffiaking  off 
their  Dependance  on  us,  by  their  own 
Force,  or  court  the  Protection  of  fome  o- 
ther  Power,  till  they  were  able  to  unfetter 
themfelves  from  the  temporary  Aid  they 

had  chofen  to  rely  on,  and  dsmd  upon  their 
own  Foundation. 

*  4 .  .  .  . .  *  * 


Period,  ffiould  they  think  themfelves  hardly 
dealt  by,  may  not  be  improbable.  It  there¬ 
fore  becomes  us  to  forefee  and  prevent,  and 
by  the  mod  prudent  and  equitable  Means,  - 
the  Confequences  of  fuch  an  Event ;  Con- 
fequences  the  mod  ferious  in  their  Nature,  de- 
drudtive  in  their  Tendency  to  Great  Britain 
and  her  Colonies,  who  ought  to  tremble  at 
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even  at  the  moft  diftant  Apprehenfton  of 
fuch  a  fatal  Revolution. 

If  we  enquire  into  the  Conduct  of  the 
wifeft  States  to  their  diftant  Colonies,  we 
lhall  find  it  always  to  have  been  to  treat 
them  with  Kindnefs,  and  Indulgence,  to 
engage  them  to  look  back  to  the  Mother 
Country,  with  Duty  and  Affedion,  and  to 
recompence  the  Protection  they  have  en¬ 
joyed,  by  the  Produce  of  their  Labours, 
their  Commerce,  and,  when  needed,  their 
Afliflance. 

«  L  •  » 

.  4  f  ft  t  * 

We  meet  with  not  many  Inftances,  com¬ 
paratively,  even  of  diftant  conquered  Coun¬ 
tries,  revolting,  till  Caufes  of  ftrong  Difguft 
had  fcwn  the  Seeds  of  Difcontent,  and  fuc- 
ceeding  Ads  of  Oppreftion  and  Injuftice, 
had  ripened  them  into  Rebellion. 

•  -  i 

Colonies  fprung  from  Britain ,  will  bear 
much  ;  but  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that 
they  are  the  Sons  of  Freedom,  and  what 
they  have  been  early  taught  to  look  upon 
as  Virtue  in  their  Anceftors,  will  not  fcon 
be  forgot  by  them.  Nay,  they  will  the 
fooner  be  apt  to  vindicate  their  Wrongs, 
and  perhaps  in  an  improper  Manner,  the 

more 
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more  ftrongly  thefe  Principles  have  beeB. 
inftilled,  and  the  more  diftant  they  are 
from  the  Source  of  Power,  and  proper  In¬ 
formation. 


North  America ,  for  the  mod;  Part,  fince 
the  ‘Time  of  its  being  difcovered  by  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  has  received  its  Inhabitants  from 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland:  Great  Numbers,- 
indeed,  have  flocked  from  Germany,  and 
fome  other  Parts  of  Europe,  from  Tyranny 
and  Oppreflion,  to  our  Colonies,  as  a  Land 
of  Eafe  and  Freedom.  Thefe  efteem  them- 
felves  Briii/h  Subjects,  equally  with  the  QfF- 
fpring  of  Britain  :  They  all  look  upon  this 
as  their  Mother  Country,  intereft  themfelves 
in  its  Safety  and  Happinefs,  and  efteem  them¬ 
felves  under  every  Obligation  that  Society 
admits  of,  to  contribute  to  the  Profperity  of 
Britain-,  for  in  this  they  contribute  to  their 
own. 

4  •  p  **■•  *•  »  »  ' 

x  \ 

The  late  Conquefts  from  France,  are  not 
included  in  this  Account.  The  Inhabitants 
derived  their  Origin  from  France,  as  the  In¬ 
habitants  of  our  own  Colonies  fprung  from 
hence.  Yet  of  thefe,  a  great  Number  are 
acquiring,  and  by  a  juft  and  equal  Govern¬ 
ment,  will  further  acquire  the  like  focia 

Regard 
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Regard  for  the  Intereft  of  this  Country,  as 
they  have  done  for  another.  Time  and 
good  Treatment  ftrangely  metamorphofe  E- 
nemies  into  Friends. 

fit  v 

If  then  the  reigning  Difpolition  in  our 
pwn  Colonies,  has  always  been  to  confider 
this  as  their  Mother  Country  ;  the  ’Country 
wherein  their  Hopes  of  Protection  center ; 
to  which  they  look  with  Gratitude  and  Af- 
feCtion,  and  to  which  they  chearfully  bring 

all  the  Produce  of  their  Labour  and  Com- 

«  ’  4  • 

merce  they  can  fpare,  to  exchange  for  its 
Manufactures,  an  Exchange  which  gives 
Bread  to  Thoufands,  Riches  to  many  Indi¬ 
viduals,  and  vaft  Strength  to  the  State  j  if 
we  confider  them  in  this  Point  of  View, 
and  in  fuch  a  Point  they  have  ever  been 
confidered,  by  all  who  knew  any  Thing  of 
Atnerica ,  till  the  prefent  unhappy  Period, 
it  admits  not  of  a  Doubt,  what  kind  of 
Regard  is  due  to  the  Americans,  or  what 
manner  of  Treatment  it  is.  the  Intereft  of 
Britain  to  exercile  towards  them. 

And  here  it  may  be  proper  to  explain 
what  was  meant  by  aflerting,  that  the  Af¬ 
fairs  of  our  Neighbours  in  Europe ,  affeCt  uS 
m  a  remote  Degree,  compared  with  our 

Colonies, 
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Colonies.  X  lie  Colonies  not  only  bring  mi 
Increafe  of  Revenue  by  their  Traffick,  con- 
fume  vail;  Quantities  of  our  Manufactures, 
produce,  and  will  flill  increafe  in  producing, 
many  raw  Materials  but  they  are  fo  litu- 
ated,  their  Numbers  fo  increafed,  their  mar- 
tial  Abilities  fo  well  known,  as  to  give  valt 

Addition  to  the  Confequence  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain. 

The  maritime  Powers  well  know  this ; 
they  fee,  they  feel  our  growing  Influence ; 
and  that  if  we  encourage  and  protect  our 
Colonies,  as  we  have  done,  the  Enemies  of 
Britain  have  every  Thing  to  dread,  its 
Friends  every  Thing  to  hope  from  the  wife 
Management  of  the  Power  we  poffefs :  How 
eafily  are  Fleets  or  Armies  recruited  for  an 
American  or  Weft  Indian  Expedition,  from 
two  Millions  of  People  juft  upon  the  Spot  ? 
With  what  Expedition  and  Secrecy  can  an 
Armament  be  fitted  out,  of  great  Strength, 
from  an  American  Port,  to  annoy  the  Weft 
India  Settlements,  of  thofe  who  may  ever 
think  it  their  Intereft  to  quarrel  with  us  ? 
But  this  Power  may  be  deemed  to  be  yet  in 
jts  Infancy  :  Its  Growth  indeed  is  rapid, 
and  Wifdom  is  requifite  to  guide  its  Efficacy 
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to  proper  Ends :  This  Power  is,  however, 
Britifh ,  and  will  choofe  to  be  fubfervient  to 
the  Intereft  of  the  Parent,  if  the  Connec¬ 
tion  is  maintained  as  it  ought  to  be. 

But  fhould  this  happy  Connection  be 
ever  fhaken,  or  weakened  by  any  Means ; 
fhould  the  Lull  of  Dominion  at  Home,  or 
fhould  Avarice  banifli  the  Remembrance, 
that  the  Americans  are  Sons,  and  conceive  a 
Defign  to  enflave  and  fetter  a  free  People,  all 
thefe  glorious  Profpecfts  vanifh  as  a  Dream. 
If  they  prove  refractory,  and  fubmit  unwill¬ 
ingly  to  Reftraints,  which  they  think  fub- 
verfive  of  their  Liberties,  and  fhould  we 
aim  by  Force,  to  bring  them  to  our  Terms, 
is  not  the  Houfe  indeed  divided  againft  itfelf, 
the  Kingdom  fplit  ?  and  inftead  of  poffeffing 
a  Force  capable  of  fupporting  ourfelves  and 
Confederates,  againft  all  human  Oppofition, 
and  of  awing  into  good  Behaviour,  thofe 
who  envy  our  Happinefs  and  good  Fortune  ; 
we  leffen  our  Influence  in  Proportion  to  the 
Exertion  of  our  Strength,  and  wafte  our 
Force  in  cutting  the  Veins  that  fupply  Vi¬ 
tality  and  Vigour,  and  tearing  off  thofe  Si¬ 
news  on  which  depend  the  Exertions  of  ovu 

Power. 


How 
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How  much  better  for  the  Whole  would 
it  be,  if  any  Diftin&ion  is  to  be  made,  to 
ti  cat  thoiC  defiant  oubjects  with  particular 
Indulgence  ;  and  indeed  they  deferve  it. 
For  whatever  the  Motives  of  their  Migra¬ 
tion  may  have  been,  the  Effects  of  "this 
Migration  have  undoubtedly  been  fignally 
beneficial  to  this  Country ;  and  fome  De¬ 
gree  of  Gratitude  feems  due  even  to  thofe 
who  have  done  us  a  Kmdnefs,  though  with¬ 
out  defigning  it. 

When  the  firft  EngliJJj  Adventurers  arri¬ 
ved  in  America ,  the  Lands  were  of  no  Ufe,  no 
Advantage  to  us.  What  little  was  added  to 
the  common  Stock,  was  produced  by  Bar¬ 
ter  with  the  Natives,  and  this  was  but  an 
inconfiderable  Acquifition.  When  the  En- 
glijh  began  to  fettle,  to  clear  and  cultivate, 
then  began  the  real  Acquifition  of  Wealth 
to  the  common  national  Stock.  Every 
Acre  was  an  Addition  of  fubflantial  Value, 
as  the  Produce,  or  the  greatefl  Part  of  it, 
was  deflined  for  the  Mother  Country,  in 
Return  for  her  Produce  and  Manufactures. 
From  fingle  Plantations,  they  have  increafed 
to  Colonies  and  Provinces;  Governments  re- 
fpedtable  in  themfelves,  and  which  have  done 

Credit 


Credit  to  their  Mother  Country  in  Abun¬ 
dance  of  Inftances,  by  the  Vvifdom  of  their 
Inflitutions,  and  the  Virtue  of  their  Admi- 
niftrations.  How  oft  have  they  already  fup- 
plied  their  Parent  with  important  and  effec¬ 
tual  Aids,  both  in  Peace  and  War? 

Under  Providence,  it  folely  depends  upon 
ourfelves,  whether  this  Power  fhall  increafe 
or  diminifh ;  whether  it  fhall  be  for  us,  or 
againft  us.  Wife  and  gentle  Methods  will 
ever  ffrengthen  this  Union,  will  encourage 
Population,  Cultivation,  Commerce,  whilft 
the  Produce  of  all  centers  in  'Britain.  Harfli 
and  ungracious  Means  will  as  neceffarily 
weaken  the  Union,  will  make  them  defi- 
rous  of  forgetting  that  they  are  of  Eng/i/b 
Defcent,  will  leffen  their  Duty  and  Allegi¬ 
ance,  and  teach  them  to  think  hardly  of  a 
Country,  to  which  they  indeed  owe  their 
Original,  but  which  they  find  difpofed  to 
difinherit  them,  and  to  deny  them  the  Pri¬ 
vileges  of  their  Birthright.  Such  Means 
will  infallibly  kindle  Jealoufies,  fpread  Dif- 
content  and  Difaftcbtion,  and  put  a  Stop  to 
Induftry,  and  to  every  virtuous  Aim  or  E- 
mulation. 


People 
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People  under  fuch  Circumftances,  impa¬ 
tiently  look  forward  to  that  Independency, 
which  their  Situation  favours  •  and  this  the 
more  eagerly,  in  Proportion  to  the  Preju¬ 
dices  they  have  early  imbibed  againft  a  Go¬ 
vernment  they  think  opprefhve ;  they  grudge 
to  contribute  to  the  Support  of  a  State  that 
threatens  to  abridge  their  Liberties ;  Dif- 
content  prompts  them  to  enquire  by  what 
Means  they  can  moil  fafely  give  Vent  to 
their  Revenge,  They  make  a  Virtue  of 
their  Neceffities,  grow  frugal,  either  make 
a  drift  without,  or  fupply  by  their  own  In- 
duflry,  many  Articles  of  Commerce,  the 
ProduCt  of  the  Mother  Country ;  Trade  then 
begins  to  languish  at  Home  :  The  Mer¬ 
chants  will  find  feel  the  Effects  of  this  De¬ 
cay,  the  Manufacturers  fuffer  next,  but  with¬ 
out  knowing  the  Caufe.  The  Landed  In- 
tereft  then  finds  itfelf  embarrafied ;  yet  how 
few  are  able  to  trace  up  the  Caufe  of  this 
general  Diftrefs  ?  The  remoteft  Parts  of  this 
Kingdom  already  feel,  and  will  yet  feel 
more  dreadfully,  the  fatal  Effects  of  fuch 
an  unhappy  Condudt. 

Far  from  charging  the  Authors  of  thefe 
unhappy  Effie&s,  with  a  Defign  of  opprejjing 

the 
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the  Americans ,  I  am  only  recounting  the 
Effects  enfuing  from  their  Condudt.  That 
the  Americans  think  themfelves  opprejfed,  or 
defigned  to  be  oppreffed,  is  mod;  certain : 
Witnefs  the  univerfal  Oppofition  to  the  late 
intended  Regulations  on  that  Continent. 

Let  us  view  what  muft  happen  amongft 
them  on  this  Occafion :  Children  and  Youth 

4  .  .  *  » 

are  difpofed  early  to  imbibe  the  Language 
and  Sentiments  of  their  Parents  :  They  re¬ 
member,  during  their  Lives,  and  are  often 
ruled  by,  the  paffionate  Dictates  of  their 
Forefathers.  What  a  Profpedt  this  for 
Britain  ?  One  illadvifed,  unnecefiary  Adt, 
has  imbittered  the  Minds  of  aim  oft  all  the 
Inhabitants  of  America.  The  Youth  will 

receive  the  Tindture,  and  it  is  needlefs  to 

* 

expatiate  on  the  Effedts.  An  Age  will  not 

expunge  the  unhappy  Impreffions. 

\ 

* 

— — •  Servabit  odorem 
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Telia  diu. 
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He,  who  by  wrong  Meafures,  and  im¬ 
prudent  Counfels,  alienates  the  Affedtions  of 
the  People  from  their  Sovereign,  is  the 
greateft  Enemy  to  the  Happinefs  of  the 

King, 


[  »4  ] 

King,  and  the  Profperity  of  his  Subjeds : 
and  the  more  univerfal  the  Difaffedion,  and 
the  more  remote  the  Subjed  from  better 
Information,  the  greater  is  the  Detriment. 
It  is  laying  a  lure  Foundation  for  Indepen- 
dancy  in  the  Colonies ;  and  involving  both 
them  and  the  Parent  in  Difcontent  and  Ruin. 

Thoufands  of  Manufadurers  are  already 
turned  out  of  Employ  ;  Multitudes  foon 
muft  follow.  The  Landed  Intereft  muff 
then  fupport  them,  or  they  mufc  perifh. 
Thus  in  Hopes  to  fave  a  few  Pence  in  the 
Pound,  at  tire  Expence  of  America ,  have 
we  faddled  ourfelves  with  an  additional 
Poof’s  Rate  of  ten  times  the  Amount,  and 
ruined  our  Commerce,  till  wifer  Meafures 

bring  it  back  to  its  former  Channel. 

•  <»  -  ♦*<  < 

Should  any  ambitious  neighbouring  Power 
embrace  the  prefent  Jundure  to  revenge  their 
pa  ft  Difgraces,  can  we  be  fure  that  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  will  immediately  forget  their  Animoli- 
ties  again  ft  us,  and  join  with  their  former 
Zeal  in  our  Afiiftance  ?  To  ad  againft  us 
they  never  will,  till  Oppreflion,  grievous 
Opprefion,  convinces  them,  that  they  are 
no  longer  deemed  the  Offspring  of  Britain , 

and 
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and  have  no  longer  to  expedt  the  Inheri¬ 
tance  of  their  Ancestors,  Britijh  Freedom, 
and  a  Britijh  King  for  their  Sovereign. 

The  Administration  of  Government  in 
America ,  has  hitherto,  for  the  moil  Part, 
been  eafy  to  the  Subjed.  Such  of  the  Go¬ 
vernors  fent  amongft  them,  who  were  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Men  and  Things,  held  the 
Reigns  with  Eafe  and  Gentlenefs  ;  they  faw, 
that  for  the  moft  Part,  the  early  Colonifts 
were  fuch  as  inclined  to  republican  Senti¬ 
ments;  *they  faw  that  their  remote,  inde¬ 
pendent,  unconnected  State,  favoured  thofe 
Sentiments,  and  that  they  fubmitted  to  Re- 
itraint  with  Imnatience.  Indeed,  if  Soils, 
Climates,  Situations,  difpofe  Mankind  to  pe¬ 
culiar  Habits,  the  Genius  of  America  feems 
to  favour  Freedom.  The  aboriginal  Natives 
of  the  Northern  Part  of  this  Hemifphere, 
are,  perhaps,  the  moft  free  and  unreftrained 
of  any  in  the  known  World.  To  unveil  at 
once,  the  moft  unfavourable  Parts  of  Mo¬ 
narchy,  to  fuch  a  People,  was  certainly  the 
moft  unlikely  Means  of  gaining  the  good 
Opinion  of  Subjects  almoft  bordering  on 
Republican  Madnefs.  To  reftridt  their  Fo¬ 
reign  Commerce,  by  which  they  fubfiiled ; 

to 
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to  impofe  domeftic  Taxes,  without  their 
Concurrence ;  whilft  they  were  overloaded 
with  Provincial  Debts,  contracted  to  fup- 
port  the  Britijh  Caufe  to  annihilate,  inftead 
of  rectifying  their  Medium  of  Commerce  ; 
to  fink  them  at  once,  in  their  own  Opinion, 
from  the  full  Fruition  of  Liberty,  to  the 
lowed:  State  of  conquered  Countries,  was 
too  hardy  a  Step  in  a  reafonable  Admini- 
fixation ;  and  thofe  who  have  the  ConduCt 
of  the  Helm  at  prefent,  mull  feel  the 
Weight,  the  baneful  Influence  of  fuch  fatal 
Regulations. 

A  Britijh  Parliament  has  certainly  Power 
to  do  many  Things,  which  they  have  no 
Right  to  do.  They  have  Power  to  enaCt 
what  Laws  they  think  fit,  refpeCting  any 
Part  of  the  Britiflj  Subjects ;  but  ftill  it  is 
to  be  remembered,  that  Reafon  is  the  fu- 
preme  Law,  and  any  thing  inconfiftent  with 
it,  is  void  in  itielf.  The  Dillance  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  renders  it  impoflible  for  its  Inhabitants 
to  be  properly  reprefented  in  a  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain .  The  very  Title  of  the  Par¬ 
liament  fhews,  that  the  Americans  are  yet 
no  Part  of  it ;  and  confequently  to  fubjeCt 
them  to  Laws,  in  the  making  of  which 

they 
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they  have  no  Voice,  can  have  none,  is 
ftriking  at  the  Root  of  our  own  Conftitu- 
tion. 

Let  us  look  back  to  the  Difcovery  of 
America ,  by  Englijh  Subjects  5  view  their 
Rife,  Progrefs,  Eftabiilhments,  and  Con¬ 
nections  with  their  Mother  Country,  and 
we  fhall  foon  obferve,  that  thofe  who  ad- 
vifed  Meafures  of  the  kind  hinted  at,  have 
robbed  the  Crown  of  one  of  its  moil  effen- 
tial  Privileges,  and  feem  to  be  guilty  of  little 
lefs  than  High  Treafon. 

An  Adventurer  dilcovers  an  unknown 
Country,  unpofTefTed  by  any  Potentate, 
with  whom  either  Law,  or  Cuftom,  has  ef- 
tablilhed  any  formal  Connections ;  he  treats 
with  the  native  Inhabitants,  purchafes  a 
TraCt  of  Country  from  them,  returns  home, 
and  applies  to  his  Sovereign  for  Leave  to 

fettle,  and  propofes  Terms  of  Cultivation. 

% 

A  Charter  grant  imj  Foflefiion,  agreeable 
to  the  Terms  of  poflefiing  EngliJJj  Property, 
and  certain  Piivileges  to  encourage  the  Ad¬ 
venturer  to  fettle  in  fo  remote  a  Place,  are 
agreed  upon,  and  confirmed.  His  Family, 

C  Relatives, 
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right :  Laws  for  the  good  Government  of 
the  Settlers,  confonant  to  the  Laws  of  their 
native  Country.  This  Confidence  acquires 
by  Time,  the  full  Influence  of  a  funda- 


QSQlal  Principle,  and  occupies  the  Minds 
■  j./i/i/./ —  of  thofe  to  whom  it  is  granted,  with  a  De- 
o  of  Force,  not  eafilv  to  be  obliterated. 


They  think  that  if  the  Charter  confti- 


foon  become  a  Dodh'ine,  that  their  Proper¬ 
ty  is  alfo  precarious ;  and  that  eveiy  At¬ 
tempt  to  deprive  the  Americans  of  any  De¬ 
gree  of  that  Freedom,  which  was  at  firft 
granted  them  ;  unlefs  fome  obvious  Ten¬ 
dency  to  Malverfation  appears,  may  foon 
be  followed,  by  taking  from  them,  the 
Property  and  Pofieflion  they  enjoy  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  the  fame  Charter. 


The  Americans  never  feetn  to  have  dis¬ 
puted  the  Right  of  the  Britifh  Parliament, 
to  regulate  their  Trade  and  Affairs,  fo  as  to 
prevent  them  from  interfereing  with  the  Ad- 
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vantage  of  the  Mother  Country.  They 
confider  thcmi'elves  as  a  Part  of  that  great 
Whole,  over  which  the  Britijh  Parliament 
prefides,  and  in  every  reafonable  Inftance 
yeild  to  its  Authority.  They  pay  Duties, 
Imports,  Taxes  laid  upon  their  Commerce 
agreeable  to  the  Laws  of  Navigation.  They 
trade  to  fome  Places,  omit  trading  to  others ; 
they  export  Goods  to  one  Part  of  the 
World,  and  net  to  another,  juft  as  the 
Laws  eftablifhed  for  the  Good  of  the  Whole 
diredts,  and  this  is  but  their  reafonable 
Duty. 

The  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  has, 
moft  undoubtedly,  a  Right  to  diredt  all 
this,  and  every  Tranfgreffor  againft  Regu¬ 
lations,  calculated  for  the  Good  of  the 
Whole,  and  to  reftrain  one  Part  of  the 

J  i 

Community  from  availing  themfelves  of  any 
*  -  •  ^ 

Circumftances  in  their  Situation,  that  mignt 
tend  to  the  Detriment  of  another  is  juftly 

But  if  we  ftep  further,  May  not  that 
Right  at  leaft  be  doubted  ?  I  am  an  Eng¬ 
lishman,  a  britijh  Subjedt  ;  the  Parliament 
has  Power  to  deprive  me  of  any  Part  of  my 
Property  they  think  fit,  and  to  fubjedt  me 

C  2  to 
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to  every  poffible  Degree  of  Mifery  and 
Wretchednefs ;  but  if  I  have  done  nothing 

to  deferve  it,  Power  only  gives  them  no 
Right  to  do  it. 

If  I  midake  not,  when  Contributions  are 
to  be  raifed  in  a  conquered  Country,  the 
Vanquifhed  have  always  Liberty  to  raife  the 
Sum  demanded,  in  what  manner  they  think 
convenient.  And  ought  our  Colonies  to  be 
placed  in  a  worfe  Situation  than  Countries 
fubdued  by  the  Force  of  Arms  ?  Deprived 
of  the  Privilege  of  raifing  Money  expedted 
irom  them,  lor  the  Aid  of  Government, 
in  the  manner  mod:  eafy  to  the  Individu¬ 
als  who  mud  pay  it  ?  Nothing  can  afford 
dronger  Proofs,  both  of  the  Reafbnablenefs 
and  Neceffity  of  leaving  this  Power  with 
the  Colonies,  wherever  the  Right  may  be 
lodged,  than  the  Adts  that  have  occalioned 
a  Difccntent  through  the  Colonies,  next  to 
Madnefs,  a  univerfal  Stagnation  of  Com¬ 
merce,  and  the  Ruin  of  a  Multitude  of  in- 
dudrious  Bntifh  Manufacturers.  A  trifling 
Indance  will  fuffice  to  demondrate  this  Af- 
fertion  ;  to  enter  into  a  full  Detail  of  all 
would  exceed  my  Leifure  and  Abilities. 


The 


The  Stamp  Aft  direfts  the  like  Duties  to 
be  paid  for  the  publick  News-Papers,  and 
the  Advertifements  contained  in  them,  as 
in  England.  Heretofore,  as  no  Duty  was 
paid,  an  American  could  advertife  the  Lofs  of 
a  Cow,  a  Horfe,  or  a  Hog,  and  fometimes 
things  of  lefs  Value,  at  a  little  Expence. 
The  News-Papers  being  cheap,  came  into 
many  Hands,  and  Strays  in  their  Wilder- 
nefs  Country,  were  often  by  this  Means  re¬ 
covered.  But  all  this  is  now  at  an  End. 
The  News-Papers  will  be  drop’d  in  many 
Places ;  in  others,  the  Price  of  circulating 
Intelligence  will  become  too  expenfive ;  and 
thus  the  poor  American ,  who  needs  it  moil, 
has  it  lead;  in  his  Power  to  recover  his  Sub- 
ftance,  through  this  eafy  and  effeftual 
Means.  Were  thefe  Duties  only  framed  to 
reftrain  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs  in  America, 
the  Operation  of  this  Law  will  do  it  effeftu- 
ally,  and  the  Precedent  may  in  future  times 

be  pleaded  nearer  Home. 

<  a 

It  may  feem  to  many,  that  Charters  for 
American  Governments,  were  granted  with¬ 
out  much  Con fi deration,  without  Regard  to 
any  thing  but  the  Petitioner’s  Requeft.  But 
this  is  a  great  Miftake.  It  was  expreffly 

covenanted, 


covenanted,  that  the  Adventurers  fhould 
perform  certain  Conditions  on  their  Side : 
In  Confideration  of  which,  they  were  to 
enjoy  certain  Benefits.  With  what  Right 
then  can  any  Man,  or  any  Body  of  Men, 
interfere  in  fuch  folemn  Com  pads,  unlefs 
fufficient  Caufe  is  adminiftered  ?  What  Dif- 
couragement  would  hence  arife  to  future 
Settlements  ?  What  Diminution  of  Regal 
Authority  ?  An  Authority  wifely  fuppofed 
ever  to  fubfift  in  the  Crown,  for  publick 
Benefit. 

This  way  of  Reafoning  feems  juft  to  the 
Writer,  as  well  as  to  the  Americans  in  ge¬ 
neral  who  live  under  thefe  Grants,  and 
who  little  fufpedt  that  the  Tenure  of  their 
Property,  the  Enjoyment  of  their  Liberties, 
the  Pofleffion  of  every  thing  they  efteem 
valuable,  is  entirely  at  the  Mercy  of  Men 
totally  ignorant  of  their  Condition,  Abili¬ 
ties  ;  nay,  many  of  whom  may  juftly  be 
fuppofed,  from  what  has  happened,  to  be 
altogether  ignorant,  that  they  are  the  De- 
fcendants  of  Englijhmen ,  claim  the  like 
Privileges,  and  look  up  to  the  fame  Royal 
Sovereign  for  Protection. 
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Canada,  and  its  Dependencies,  a  vail 
Country,  fuperior  in  Extent,  equal  in  Num¬ 
ber  of  Inhabitants  to  feme  ancient  Empires, 
that  make  no  contemptible  Figure  in  Idif- 
tory,  is  a  conquered  Country ;  it  belonged 
to  the  French,  was  a  Thorn  in  our  Sides, 
and  was  at  Length  wrefted  from  them,  by 
great  military  Virtue,  and  the  Permiffion  oi 
Providence.  Conditions  of  Surrender  were 
ffipulated,  and  thefe  Stipulations  are  to  be 
the  Bafis  of  all  Regulations  in  that  Country. 
If  no  exprefs  Agreement  was  made,  that 
they  ihould  enjoy  the  Britijh  Privilege  of 
having  no  Monies  raifed  upon  them,  but  by 
the  Confent  of  their  Reprefentatives,  the 
Britijh  Parliament  have  a  Right,  as  well  as 
Power,  to  make  what  Affeffments  upon  it 
they  think  fit.  But  it  is  apprehended,  that 
the  Cafe  of  our  Colonies  fprung  from  our- 
felves,  and  living  under  Charters  exprefily 
granting  them  particular  Exemptions,  is  very 
different.  Otherwife  there  would  be  no 
Advantage  to  have  been  born  the  Subjects 
of  Great  Britain ,  fince  they  muff  yield  to 
the  fame  harfli  Terms  which  Men  ’objected 
by  the  Sword,  have  been  forced  to  fubmit 
to ;  be  governed  by  Laws,  and  their  Pro¬ 
perty  difpofed  of  by  Regulations,  in  the 

makin? 
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making  of  which  they  have  no  Voice,  can 
give  no  diffent. 

The  publick  Prints  inform  us  fufficiently 
of  the  Dilquietude  which  thefe  imprudent 
Me  a  fu  res  have  produced  :  The  Adminiftra- 
tion,  doubtlefs,  have  yet  more  perplexing 
Accounts.  Riots,  Tumults,  and  every  Spe¬ 
cies  of  Anarchy,  that  People,  mad  with  the 
Profped  of  Oppreffion,  can  exemplify. 

What  can  be  done  under  fuch  Circum¬ 
stances  ?  To  reverfe  thefe  fatal  Ads  and  Re¬ 
gulations,  may  feem  to  encourage  a  licen¬ 
tious  Rabble  to  oppofe  every  Ad  of  Power, 
however  conducive  to  the  publick  Good,  if 
it  fquared  not  with  popular  Opinion.  To 
perfevere  in  a  Refolution,  to  fubjed  fuch 
untradable  Spirits,  even  by  Force,  if  it  was 
necdfary,  would  be  next  to  Diflradion.  Our 
wife  Neighbours  already  fee  this,  and  rife 
in  their  Demands,  increafe  in  their  obftinate 
Refufal  to  our  Claims,  in  Proportion  to  the 
Profped  of  this  Difunion.  A  dangerous 
Precedent  on  one  Hand,  as  feme  may  think 
to  reverfe  without  Trial,  an  Ad  of  the 
fupreme  Legiflature  :  on  the  other  a  ruinous 

civil 
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civil  Difcord.  Thefe  are  among  the  un¬ 
fortunate  Legacies  to  the  prefent  Admini- 
ftration. 

It  may  perhaps  be  reply’d,  that  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  ought  to  be  reduced  to  Reafon  bv 
any  Means,  rather  than  the  fupreme  Au¬ 
thority  of  a  Briti/h  Legiflature,  fhould  be 
treated  with  Oppofition  or  Contempt :  That 
they  ought  to  have  remonftrated  againft 
Grievances  when  felt,  and  not  to  revolt  a- 
gainft  Government,  for  imaginary  Evils  ;  all 
this  is  granted.  But  let  us  for  a  Moment 
place  ourfelves  in  their  Situation. 

Many  of  thefe  People  fled  from  Tyranny 
and  Oppreflion,  and  took  all  the  Care  they 
could  in  the  Charters  they  obtained,  to  have 
as  much  Freedom,  as  the  Genius  of  our 
Conftitution  could  allow. 


The  Sons  have  been  taught  to  efleem  thefe 
Privileges  as  the  moft  facred  Depolit,  and 
in  Defence  of  which  they  ought  to  rifque 

every  thing. 

When  the  Refolutions  of  Parliament  were 
fent  over  to  America ,  and  the  Inhabitants 

D  found 
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iound  the  1 1  mleges  which  tlicy  deemed 
mod:  facred,  were  to  be  abolifhed  for  ever  ; 
what  could  be  expedted  from  Perfons  bred  up 
almoft  iu  Independency,  and  full  of  Repub¬ 
lican  Sentiments  ?  They  were  druck  with 
the  deeped:  Adonifhment;  they  attempted 
to  remondrate,  fome  with  as  much  Tem¬ 
per  as  could  be  expe&ed  from  People  in. 
this  Situation ;  others,  with  fuch  evident 
Tokens  ol  Refentment,  as  plainly  indicated 
that  Reafon  had  for  the  Time  forfook  them. 


But  when  they  were  informed  by  their 
Agents,  that  their  Remondrances  could  not 
be  heard ;  that  the  Meafure  was  finally  re¬ 
vived  on,  without  their  being  allowed  to 
explain  themlelves  in  any  manner ;  and  that 
they  had  no  Part  left,  but  to  fubmit ;  their 
Rage  of  the  Populace  broke  all  Bounds,  and 
they  have  proceeded  to  fuch  Lengths,  as 
their  warmed  Advocates  can  by  no  Means 
judify. 

Let  it  likewife  be  remembered,  that  when 
the  Stamp  Duty  was  laid  upon  this  Nation, 
it  was  only  one  Quarter  Part  of  the  prefent. 
It  has  rifen  by  Degrees  to  what  it  is,  as  the 
Riches  of  the  Country  could  bear  it. 

America 
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America  was  by  no  Means  To  rich  as 
England,  when  this  Duty  commenced  ;  yet 
the  People  are  taxed  not  only  as  high  as 
the  Englijh,  but  as  much  higher,  as  a 
Shilling  is  more  valuable,  in  America  than 
in  England,  which  in  fome  Provinces,  I 
apprehend,  is  a  Third,  if  not  one  Half  more; 
that  is,  a  Shilling  Sterling  in  England  is 
equal  to  i  s.  6  d.  or  2  s.  in  the  Colonies. 
So  that  at  one  Step,  not  only  a  Tax  is  laid 
upon  them  without  their  Confent ;  but 
conlidering  their  Poverty  compared  with 
England,  and  the  Difference  of  Exchange, 
the  Load  is  heavier  than  this  Country  would 
ever  fubmit  to.  A  convincing  Proof,  how 
neceffary  it  is  that  all  internal  Taxes  fhould 
every  where  be  raifed,  only  by  the  Repre- 
lentatives  of  thofe  who  pay  them. 

It  has  been  alledged,  and  mod:  weakly 
alledged,  that  the  Americans  are  reprefented, 
as  much  as  Copyholders,  many  large  Towns 
and  populous  Communities  in  this  King¬ 
dom.  It  is  amazing  how  luch  an  Opinion 
could  poffefs  the  Mind  of  any  Man  of  Re¬ 
flection.  There  is  not  a  Man  in  this  King¬ 
dom,  be  his  Condition  ever  fo  low  in  Life, 
who  may  not  be  faid  to  have  an  Influence 
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in  the  Choice  of  our  Reprefentatives,  though 
not  worth  a  angle  Shilling.  He  can  at 
leaf!  make  Part  of  the  Mob,  and  huzza 
for  the  Man  he  likes.  But  if  he  has  Pro¬ 
perty,  his  Influence  rifes  in  Proportion. 
There  are  People  in  this  Capital,  who  are 
neither  Freemen,  nor  Freeholders,  yet  have 
it  in  their  Power  greatly  to  affedt  the  Choice 
of  Reprefentatives,  in  this  City,  as  well  as 
in  many  Parts  of  the  Nation.  Can  an  Ame¬ 
rican  do  this  ?  How  vain  was  the  Sophiftry ! 
How  flimfy  the  Deception !  What  an  Af¬ 
front  to  the  Underftandings  of  fenfible  Peo- 


It  has  been  propofed  by  fbme  that  the 
Colonies  ought  to  be  reprefented  in  the 
Britijh  Senate,  by  Members  chofe  by  the 
Americans.  This  indeed  proves  that  they 
are  not  yet  reprefented  there,  in  the  Opinion 
of  thofe  who  make  the  Propoiition,  and 
this  is  fome  Palliation  to  the  prefent  Ex¬ 
travagancies  :  But  the  Writer  thinks  they 
never  fhould  be  ;  and  that  it  is  the  mutual 

i  * 

Interefl:  of  the  Colonies,  and  Great  Britain , 
that  no  Deputies  from  North  America  fhould 
ever  have  a  Seat  in  the  Britijh  Senate. 


Can 
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Can  they  fend  any  Deputies  who  will  at 
no  time  give  up  their  own,  or  the  Britifh  Li¬ 
berties,  for  a  Place  or  a  Penfion  ?  The  more 
diftant  they  are  from  their  Conftituents,  the 
more  they  are  expofed  to  Temptation.  The 
lefs  Property  thefe  Deputies  have,  the  lefs 
will  be  the  Purchafe  of  their  Votes.  Will 
Americans ,  who  are  able  to  ferve  their 
Country,  and  of  independent  Fortunes,  be  at 
all  times  willing  to  rifque  their  Lives  acrofs 
the  Ocean  in  this  Service  ?  Will  the  Diftance 
admit  them  to  confult  their  Conftituents, 
during  the  Seffions  ?  Muft  we  have  an  aux¬ 
iliary  Army  of  American  Penfioners,  in  Con¬ 
junction  with  feme  other  diftant  Members, 
not  left  purchafeable,  to  bear  down  the  Sons 
of  Freedom  and  Independance  in  the  Bri- 
tijh  Senate,  when  perhaps  the  whole  For¬ 
tune  of  Liberty  is  at  Stake?  No.  We  fee 
enough  of  the  EffeCts  of  venal  Poverty  at 
Home,  without  adding  to  its  Influence  from 
our  Colonies. 

ft  *  -  ; 
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In  forming  our  Opinions  of  the  Degree 
of  Subjection  to  be  expeCted  from  the  Ame¬ 
ricans,  we  fliould  place  ourfelves  in  their 
Situation,  and  confult  Reafon,  the  Laws  of 
Nature  and  Nations.  To  form  our  Ideas  of 

this 
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this  Point,  from  Precedents  to  be  found  in 
Engli/h  Hiftory,  is  vain.  England  never 
had  a  like  Precedent.  When  Magna  Charta 
was  firft  eftablilhed,  where  were  her  Colo¬ 
nies  ■  When  the  P eople  uied  to  meet  them- 
lelves,  to  tranfadl  their  own  Bufinels,  but 
found  it  neceflary  to  choofe  Reprelentatives 
in  Parliament,  what  was  America  t  The 
Wifdom  of  thole  who  firft  granted  Charters 
of  Colonization,  law  the  Impolfibility  of  the 
Colonies  being  reprefented  in  the  Britijh 
Legillature,  by  any  other  than  the  King’s 
Perfon,  who  as  a  Part  of  the  Legiflature, 
was  liable  to  have  his  Advifers  called  to 

Account,  if  the  Britijh  Subjects  whom  he 
therein  reprefented,  were  not  governed  as 
they  ought  to  be. 

A  Governor,  the  King’s  Reprefentative, 
refides  in  every  Province.  No  Laws  can  be 
paffed  without  his  Confeat ;  nor  are  thefe 
Laws  valid  till  they  have  received  the  Royal 
Approbation  at  Home.  Thus  the  Allegi¬ 
ance  of  the  Americans  is  at  once  fecured  to 
the  Mother  Country,  and  Care  is  taken  that 
no  A  (ft  lhall  be  pafled  jn  any  one  Govern¬ 
ment,  that  lhall  be  detrimental  to  another,  to 
the  Whole,  or  to  Great  Britain ,  by  forming 

any 
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any  legal  Confederacy  amongft  themfelves 
to  her  Difadvantage. 

It  is  well  known,  that  the  Powers  of  the 
King’s  Reprefentatives  are  fuch,  that  if  any 
Colony  proves  refractory  to  the  juft  De¬ 
fires  of  the  Crown,  there  are  many  legal 
Expedients  by  which  a  Governor  can  awake 
the  People  to  Reafon. 

Suppofe  the  King’s  Ministers  had  advifed 
him  to  inftruCt  the  American  Governors, 
that  a  Stamp  ACt  would  be  ufeful  to  the 
refpeCtive  Governments,  and  to  apply  to 
their  feveral  Houfes  of  Reprefentatives  on 
this  Occafion,  laying  before  each  the  ge¬ 
neral  Plan  upon  which  they  were  to  proceed. 
Would  this  have  been  refufed  ?  moft  pro¬ 
bably  not.  They  would  have  feen  their  own 
Security,  and  the  Good  of  the  State  united 
in  a  Stamp  Act,  conducted  by  Perfons  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  State  of  the  Countiy, 
and  Ability  of  its  Inhabitants ;  which,  per¬ 
mit  me  to  fay,  are  not  fo  generally,  lb 
fully  underftood  in  this  Country,  as  is  ne- 
ceflary  for  our  own  lake,  as  well  as  theirs  : 
This  I  alfert  not  at  Random,  or  mere  Con¬ 
jecture,  but  from  daily  Obfexvation  and  Ex¬ 
perience. 
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perience.  Should  America  in  Procefs  of 
Time,  become  the  greater  Country,  and  the 
Refidence  of  a  Monarch  of  its  own,  fhould 
a  Parliament  there  be  formed  of  Repre- 
fentatives  wholly  Americans ;  Ihould  this  Le~ 
giflature  take  upon  them  to  tax  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  and  have  the  Power  in  their  Hands 
to  compel  its  Submiflion,  or  to  reduce  it 
to  extreme  Diftrefs,  how  would  this  Country 
like  fuch  Treatment?  They  would  pay 
Obedience  no  longer  than  they  could  help 
it ;  would  think  of  the  Americans,  precifely 
'  as  they  think  of  us ;  that  we  at  fuch  a 
Diftance  muft  be  wholly  unacquainted  with 
their  real  State ;  that  the  Ads  made  con¬ 
cerning  them  gave  evident  Proofs  of  it,  and- 
that  it  would  become  them  either  to  Hand 
by  themfelves,  or  look  out  for  lefs  rigorous 
Mailers. 

I  am  not  ignorant  that  Endeavours  are 
xrfed,  to  prompt  thofe  who  are  to  decide  on 
thefe  important  Affairs,  to  exert  what  they 
call  Authority ,  and  to  inforce  the  Ads  that 
have  given  fuch  univerial  Difcontent  through 
America ,  and  opened  a  Profped  of  Ruin  to 
Thoufands  in  this  Country,  who  delerve  a 
better  Fate, 


Let 
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A  j  *. 

Let  us  trace  the  Effefts  of  this  CounfeL 

|k 

The  Americans ,  they  fay,  will  foon  fubmit 
to  this,  and  every  other  Aft  the  Britif  Par¬ 
liament  think  fit  to  prefcribe.  But  are  they 
fure  this  will  be  the  Refult  ?  Admit  however 
that  thefe  Gentlemen  are  in  the  right,  that 
the  Americans  quietly  fubmit  to  Parliamen¬ 
tary  Authority  j  yet  they  muft  likewife  ad¬ 
mit,  that  the  Americans  in  general  are  dif- 
gufled  with  a  Law,  that  deprives  them  of 
what  they  plainly  tell  us  they  think  their 
Birthright.  Whether  they  think  right  or 
wrong  is  nothing  to  the  Argument,  it  is  e- 
nough  that  this  Perfuafion  is  general :  Force 
may  prevail  upon  them  to  aft  again  ft  their 
Perfuafion,  but  will  it  follow  that  Force  will 
change  their  Opinion  ?  By  no  means :  Ri¬ 
gour  and  enforcing  may  poflibly  oblige  them 
to  fubmit,  till  it  is  in  their  Power  to  eman¬ 
cipate  themfelves,  not  from  internal  Taxes 
only,  but  from  all  foreign  Jurifdiftion  ; 
and  this  Event  will  undoubtedly  approach 
the  fafter,  as  the  means  employed  to  force 
them  to  Obedience,  are  more  difguftful  and 
compulfory. 

How  much  more  advantageous  would  it 
be  to  this  Nation,  could  the  Legiflature  unite 

E  in 
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in  this  Angle  Confederation.  By  what  means 
can  Great  Britain  mod:  effectually  render  it 
the  Intereft  and  Inclination  of  her  Colonies, 
to  continue  not  only  dependant  upon,  but 
inviolably  attached  to  her. 

It  is  hard  to  gain  a  difpaffionate  Hearing, 
againft  Prejudices  that  flatter  at  once  our 
Vanity  and  our  Avarice.  If  the  Stamp  Adt 
is  repealed,  we  encourage  the  Americans  to 
fhake  off  all  Dependance :  This  is  the  ge¬ 
neral  Language  I  own,  and  am  forry  for  our 
own  Sakes  that  it  is  lo,  becaufe  it  betrays 
our  Vanity  and  Selfifhnefs.  The  molt  fan- 
guine  Abettors  of  enforcing  cannot  vindicate 
the  Adi  itfeJf,  nor  urge  one  Plea  for  its  Ne- 
ceffity ;  at  lead:  I  have  neither  feen  nor  heard 
any  reafonable  Arguments  on  this  Head.  If 
then  an  Adi  has  been  palled  by  the  Britijh 
Legiflature,  that  carries  evident  Tokens  of 
Impropriety,  would  it  not  be  more  prudent 
to  refcind  iuch  an  Adi,  and  to  convince  the 
Americans ,  that  they  will  ever  meet  with 
Juftice  in  the  Britijh  Senate,  fhould  they  at 
any  time  be  in  Danger  of  Oppreflion  by  im¬ 
prudent  Condudt ;  than  perfill  in  a  Miftake, 
becaufe  it  has  once  been  adopted,  and  hold 
out  to  them  an  Example  of  injudicious  Adhe¬ 
rence 
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renee  to  Errors  once  committed  ?  What 
fhould  we  think  of  fuch  a  Conduct  in  pri¬ 
vate  Life?  Yet  Juftice,  Equity,  Moderation, 
and  good  Senfe,  are  the  fame,  whether  they 
relate  to  the  Concerns  of  private  Men,  or  of 
States  and  Empires. 

.  .  »  -  4  -  -  *  '  *  '  V 

In  reflecting  on  this  SubjeCt,  one  can¬ 
not  but  regret,  that  the  Geography  and 
Hiftory  of  our  Colonies,  is  fo  little  attended 
.  to.  It  is  not  among  the  Vulgar  only,  that 
we  meet  with  Perfons  who  are  totally  un¬ 
acquainted  with  the  Situation,  Produce,  In¬ 
habitants,  their  Condition,  manner  of  Life, 
their  Trafhck  and  Connections. 

And  this  is  the  more  inexcufable,  as  there 
are  not  wanting  many  ufeful  Treatifes  upon 
thefe  Subjects,  and  were  the  Publick,  or 
that  Part  of  the  Publick  which  ought  to  be 
inquifitive  after  proper  Information,  as  liable 
to  become  a  Part  of  the  Brit’Jh  Senate,  and 
empowered  by  the  Britijh  People,  the  grand 
Source  of  Power,  to  decide  on  Queftions  of 
the  utmoft  Importance  to  America ;  I  fay 
was  this  Part  of  the  Publick  folicitous  after 
Information,  in  reipeCt  to  thefe  important 

E  2  ObjeCts, 
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Objects,  numerous  Occafions  of  it,  would 
daily  prefent  tbemfelves. 

How  many  People  are  there,  and  thofe 
too  of  no  ifnall  Figure,  who  know  no  Dif- 
feience  between  the  Inhabitants  of  North 
Amo  ictr,  and  thofe  of  the  Wejl-India  I  (lands  ? 
They  form  their  Ideas  of  all,  by  the  Man¬ 
ner  and  Appearance  of  a  Few,  who  have 
no  Refemblance  to  them  in  Manners,  Way 
or  Liie,  or  Fortune.  The  Bntijh  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  North  America  are  of  two  Sorts; 
thofe  who  live  in  the  northern  Part  of  the 
Continent, and  thofe  who  inhabit  theSouthern. 
Nova  Scotia,  New  England  and  its  Depen¬ 
dencies,  New  York,  the  Jerfeys  and  Penfil- 
‘vania,  belong  to  the  former  Divilion  :  Mary¬ 
land  may  be  divided  between  both ;  Virginia, 
the  Carolinas  and  Georgia,  are  the  other  Part. 
Ot  the  late  ibuthern  or  northern  Acquifitions 
I  fay  nothing,  as  they  are  yet  very  light  in 
the  Scale  of  Power.  The  Inhabitants  of 
the  northern  Part,  live  like  our  lower  Englijh 
F armors ;  they  plough,  fow,  reap,  and  vend 
different  Kinds  of  Grain,  as  the  Land  they 
occupy  and  the  Climate  permits ;  Maize, 
Wheat,  Barley,  Oat?,  Peafe,  and  the  like 
rural  Produce.  They  raife  Cattle,  Hogs, 

and 
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and  other  Domeftick  Animals  for  IJfe  and 
Sale ;  alfo  Hemp,  Flax,  Naval  Stores,  but 
yet  in  fmall  Quantities.  Their  Summers  ai'e 
hot,  their  Winters  fevere,  and  their  Lives  are 
pafled  with  the  like  Labour  and  Toil,  and  with 
the  fame  Impoffibilities  of  acquiring  more 
than  is  fufficient  to  maintain  their  Families 


juft  above  Want,  as  the  little  Farmers  in 
England. 


This  they  have  in  their  Favour.  As 
Land  is  for  the  moft  Part  cheap  (a  moft 
certain  Sign  of  Poverty)  the  young  People 
can  marry  without  much  Rifque  of  main¬ 
taining  themfelves  and  their  Offspring.  The 
Parents  can  give  a  few  Cows,  Swine  and 
perhaps  a  few  Moveables,  and  help  them 
to  build  a  Log  Ploufe.  Here  the  young 
Couple  ft  down  contented,  they  labour 
as  their  Parents  have  done,  are  content 
with  hard  Fare  and  mean  Cloathing.  If 
they  get  enough  to  fupport  them,  they  are 
fatisfied,  and  if  they  can  afford  to  have 
an  Eitglifh  Utenul,  or  Englijh  Cloathing, 
they  are  rich.  Here  and  theie  one  applies 
to  commerce,  and  fettles  in  the  next  Town, 
as  in  England.  Fortune,  aided  by  Capa-  - 
city  and  Induftry,  raifes  him  above  the 
Level,  and  he  acquires  the  Reputation 

of 
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of  a  confiderable  Merchant,  on  a  Capital 
that  would  not  furnifh  a  Chandler’s  Shop  in 
London.  He  is  however,  a  moft  ufeful 
Member  of  Society,  he  imports  ail  the  Bri- 
tijh  Manufactures  he  can,  and  vends  them 
amongft  his  Compatriots.  The  Grower  of 
the  Product,  fuppofe  it  Wool,  the  Manu¬ 
facturers,  for  there  are  many ;  the  Englijh 
Merchant,  the  Navigators,  the  American 
Merchant,  all  are  Gainers  by  a  poor  Wil- 
dernefs  American ,  the  Confumer.  What  a 
pleafing  Profpeft  for  Britain ,  who  will  every 
Day  more  fenfibly  feel  the  Advantages  of 

this  Commerce,  unlefs  by - fhall  I  call 

it  their  evil  Genius,  they  are  goaded  on,  to 
accelerate  their  own  undoing,  by  oppreffing 
the  Americans . 

Such  is  the  Way  of  Life  of  the  North 
Americans  of  the  Northern  Diftrift.  The 
Inhabitants  of  the  Southern  approach  nearer 
to  the  Weft  Indians.  The  Land  is  capable  of 
producing  Riches  of  anotner  Nature ;  To¬ 
bacco,  which  has  been  the  pleafing  Intoxi¬ 
cation  of  many  Nations,  is  produced  in  Ma¬ 
ryland  and  Virginia ,  chiefly  by  the  Labour  of 
Neo-roes.  R-ice  is  the  Prod u ft  of  the  Caro- 
linas,  a  happy  Succedaneum  for  Bread  ;  the 
proper,  the  moft  fuitable  Support  of  hot 

Countries ; 
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Countries ;  this  like  wife  is  railed,  cultivated, 
drefs’d  by  the  Labour  of  Negroes. 

'  The  Wifdom  of  Providence  is  every 
where  conlpicuous  to  the  attentive  Gbferver; 
and  perhaps  in  nothing  more,  than  in  the 
the  different  Degrees  of  Fertility  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  Parts  of  the  Globe,  mod:  wifely  ad- 
juded  to  the  Necefiities  of  the  refpedtive  In¬ 
habitants.  In  the  colder  Regions,  the  Earth 
produces  its  Stores  with  Difficulty.  Strength 
and  Labour  here  are  requifite  to  unlock  the 
little  Treafure  that  the  Earth  contains.  But 
the  bracing  Cold,  the  whetted  Appetite,  the 
ftrong  Powers  of  Digedion,  derived  from 
Cold  and  Penury,  render  Labour  eafy,  and 
the  Confequences  pleafureable.  Thus  the 
dreary  Wades  of  Siberia ,  the  mountainous 
Alps,  the  bleak  Highlands ,  the  Cumbrian 
Hills,  the  TorkJJnre  Woulds,  and  Welch 
Mountains,  breed  as  hardy  as  contented, 
and  as  ufeful  a  Set  of  Mortals,  as  the  UnL 
verfe  produces, 

A  *  s  •  > 

A  few  Acres  in  Barbadoes,  or  others  of  the 
W ’ft  India  Idands,  properly  cultivated,  yeild  a 
Crop,  in  Value  fuperior,  perhaps,  to  one  hun¬ 
dred  times  the  Extent,  either  in  North  Ame- 
rica  or  in  England.  And  it  is  jud:  that  they 

Ihould 
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fhould  do  fo.  In  thefe  hot  Climates,  if  the 
Author  of  Nature  had  not  defpenfed  the 
Means  of  Subiiftence  with  a  more  liberal 
Hand  than  in  the  Northern  Regions*  who 
could  have  fubfifted  there  ? 

'  t  *  * 

Were  the  Pofleflors  of  Lands  in  thefe  hot 
Countries,  obliged  to  labour  for  themfelves, 
we  fhould  not  fee  the  many  Inftances  we 
do,  of  Idlenefs  and  Extravagance.  But  the 
Slave  Trade  enables  the  Inhabitants  of  thefe 
warmer  Regions,  to  procure,  not  only  the 
Neceffaries  and  Conveniencies  of  Life,  but 
vafl:  Wealth,  at  the  Expence  of  People,  who 
born  under  a  hotter  Sun,  are  found  able  to 
bear  Labour  equal  almoft  to  a  Native  of  the 
North,  in  his  own  Country,  and  compelled 
to  work  by  fore  and  grievous  Stripes.  Men 
in  all  things  like  ourfelves,  Colour  and  fome 
Circumftances  of  Form  excepted,  torn  from 
the  tendered:  Tyes  of  Nature,  by  Violence 
and  Fraud,  to  drudge  in  Servitude  during 
the  Refidue  of  their  Days,  without  Hope  of 
Redemption ! 

i  n  ■» 

The  Wealth  accruing  from  the  Sweat  of 
thefe  poor  Wretches,  who  fooner  or  later 
may  be  permitted  to  become  the  dreadful 

Executioners 
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Executioners  of  flow-paced  Vengeance,  has 
unhappily  fixed  in  the  Minds  of  many  here, 
an  Idea  that  the  Weft  Indians ,  and  North  A- 
mericans ,  are  in  the  like  Situation,  in  Ref- 
pedt  to  the  Means  of  acquiring  Rich.es,  and 
polleitlng  them ;  a  Miflake  which  an  atten¬ 
tive  Confideration  of  the  Premifes,  may  per¬ 
haps  contribute  to  remove. 

>  ^  c  t  ^  *  ,  I  ^  . 

For  as  the  Northern  People  of  America 
truft  to  their  own  Induftry ;  fo  the  Southern 
Inhabitants  are  rich  in  Proportion  to  the 
Number  of  Slaves  they  poftefs.  In  the  for¬ 
mer  all  are  low  and  middling  People,  the 
fure  Support  of  any  Country,  none  are 
great  or  rich.  In  the  latter  there  are  few 
middling  People,  a  very  few  are  confidera- 
ble,  the  reft  are  below  the  middle  Oafs  in 

The  Conduct  of  thefe  People,  I  mean  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Southern  Diftridt,  when 
they  arrive  in  England ,  approaches  nearer  to 

Shew  and  Extravagance,  than  the  Northern 
Inhabitants,  and  has  added  to  the  general Mifi- 
take  in  this  Country,  that  the  Americans  are 
rich.  Idle  Condudt  of  the  Weft  Indians ,  has 
perfedted  this  Idea.  Bred  for  the  molt  Part 

r 
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at  the  brealt  of  a  Negro  Slave  ;  Surrounded 
in  their  Infancy  with  a  numerous  Retinue  of 
thefe  dark  Attendants,  they  are  habituated 
by  Precept  and  Example,  to  Senfuality, 
Selfifhnefs,  and  Defpotifm.  Of  thofe  fent 
over  to  this  Country  for  their  Education, 
few  totally  emerge  from  their  firft  Habi¬ 
tudes  ;  view  them  as  Sons,  Hufbands,  Fa¬ 
thers  ;  as  Friends,  Citizens,  and  Men,  what 
Examples!  Splendor,  Drefs,  Shew,  Equi¬ 
page,  every  thing  that  can  create  an  Opinion 
of  their  Importance,  is  exerted  to  the  utmofl 
of  their  Credit.  They  are  thought  rich, 
and  they  are  fo  indeed  at  the  Expence  of  the 
poor  Negroes,  who  cultivate  their  Lands, 
could  they  be  contented  with  Mediocrity. 

If  People  of  Quality  and  Condition  would 
Study  the  Geography  and  State  of  our  Co¬ 
lonies  ;  would  they  give  themfelves  the 
Trouble  of  diftinguifhing  their  different  Si¬ 
tuations,  it  would  prevent  them  from  con¬ 
founding  together,  Circumftances  extremely 
oppofite  ;  from  inferring,  that  becaufe  an  op¬ 
ulent  Weji  Indian  vies  in  Glare  with  a  Noble¬ 
man  of  the  firft  Diftindtion,  therefore  a  poor 
American  Farmer  is  able  to  bear  the  fame 
heavy  Load  of  Taxes,  or  ought  to  be  placed 
in  the  fame  Scale  of  Ability,  In 
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In  a  Word,  the.  Inhabitants  of  the  Weft 
India  lilands,  are  in  general  the  Reverfe  of 
the  Northern  North  Americans :  Whilfl 
thefe  are  poor,  laborious,  contented  with 
a  little.  Examples  of  Diligence  and  Fruga¬ 
lity,  the  bell;  Riches  of  a  State  ;  the  IV ft 
Indians  are  too  often  the  Reverfe.  Much 
indeed  is  to  be  allowed  for  the  different 
Climates.  Heat  enervates,  it  creates  Senfu- 
ality,  and  urges  to  contrive  every  Means  of 
Gratification. 

Another  Circumftance  has  likewife  con¬ 
tributed  not  a  little  to  eftablifh  an  Idea  of 
the  Riches  of  North  America ;  which  is,  the 
known  Hofpitality  of  thefe  People  in  gene¬ 
ral,  to  all  Britijh  Strangers.  Vying  with 
each  other  who  fhall  afford  their  Gueff 
the  moff  hofpitable  Entertainment,  they 
have  unfortunately  rivetted  an  Opinion  in 
Travellers,  that  they  are  rich,  only  be- 
caufe  they  are  generous  to  Excefs. 

But  leaving  this  ample  Field  to  others, 
who  have  more  Leilure,  and  greater  Abi¬ 
lities,  1  fhall  here  remark  that  there  are  too 
few,  who  have  Hearts  fufficiently  dilated  to 
conceive,  that  a  Condudt  founded  on  noble, 

F  2  generous, 
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generous,  upright  Principles,  is  the  Glory  of 
Man,  and  invariably  procures  him  every  Bleff- 
ing  compatible  with  his  Situation.  A  Fadt  of 
fufficient  Authenticity,  will  perhaps  illuftrate 
this  Affertion,  and  at  the  fame  Time  point 
out  the  Mark  we  fhould  aim  at,  in  the  pre¬ 
lent  interefting  Situation  of  our  Affairs. 

When  the  Roman  Army  was  fhut  up  in 
the  Caudine  Forks,  the  wife  Samnite,  with  a 
thorough  Senfe  of  this  Principle,  advifed  his 
Son  to  permit  the  Romans ,  without  Injury, 
to  retreat  from  the  Danger  in  which  they 
law  themfelves  irretrievably  involved. 

This  difpleafed  the  haughty  General,  and 
his  Army  ;  the  wife  old  Man  then  advifed 
the  total  Deflrudion  of  the  Roman  Army. 

Neither  of  thefe  Alternatives  were  pur- 
fued  :  Sclfifhnefs  and  Pride  prefented  a  mid¬ 
dle  Way,  that  ended  in  the  Deftrudlion  of 
the  Nation ;  the  Samnite  Leader,  flufhed 
with  the  Succefs  of  his  Machinations,  deter¬ 
mined  to  enjoy  the  Pleafure  of  a  Triumph. 
He  save  the  Romans  their  Lives,  at  the  Ex- 
pence  of  their  Honour.  The  Infult  was 
too  great  for  the  Roman  People  to  forgive ; 

they 
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they  vowed  Revenge,  and  hoped,  though 
vainly,  to  blot  out  the  Remembrance  of  their 
Difgrace  and  Perfidy,  by  the  Extirpation  of 
the  Samnite  People,  which,  contrary  to  Jus¬ 
tice  and  Humanity,  they  effedted. 

Let  us  profit  by  this  Lefion  ;  the  Cafes* 
I  own,  are  not  parallel,  but  yet  the  Moral 
may  be  of  Ufe  to  us.  Three  Ways  are  pro- 
pofed  to  extricate  ourfelves  from  the  prefent 
Perplexities.  Firfi  to  enforce  the  Stamp 
Adi ;  the  fecond  to  fufpend,  and  the  third 
to  repeal  it. 

I 

-*  _•  *  r  .  » 

The  firfi;  feems  like  the  Sammies  Opinion, 
to  deftroy  the  Roman  Army  totally,  then  in 
their  Power.  The  Americans ,  moft  proba¬ 
bly  will  not  give  up  their  Claims  without 
Bloodlhed,  and  whoever  fuffers,  the  King 
ny  that  lofes  a  Subjedt,  and  the  Affedtions 
1  fee  wile  of  many  more. 

To  fufpend  the  Adt  feems  to  be  holding 
a  Y oke  of  Dilgrace  over  them,  which  though 
they  may  bear  at  prefent,  without  Marks  of 
Impatience,  will  only  prompt  them  to  make 
the  quicker  Strides  to  abfolute  Independency. 


A  Repeal 
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A  Repeal  of  the  Stamp  Adt,  will  con¬ 
vince  the  Americans  fo  fully  of  our  Equity 
and  Moderation,  that  they  will  no  longer 
fufpedt  us  of  Deligns  againft  their  Freedom, 
their  Privileges,  or  their  In  ter  efts.  They 
will  be  fure  of  Redrefs,  if  Grievances  arife, 
and  will  bear  them  patiently,  till  they  can 
be  heard. 


I 


t  cA 


Remember,  my  Countrymen,  that  the 
Americans  are  not  a  conquered,  but  a  free 
People ;  defcended  from  freeborn  Englijh- 
men  for  the  moft  Part,  and  thofe  who  are 
of  another  Progeny,  have  acquired  the  like 
Sentiments,  by  Proximity  and  Acquaintance. 
They  are  People  of  the  like  Paffions  with 
ourfelves,  and  look  upon  oppreflive  Power, 
with  the  fame  Spirit  of  Intolerance  j  while 
their  Generality  and  Affection,  to  thofe  who 
treat  them  kindly,  is  like  the  Region  they 
inhabit,  vaft,  and  whofe  Limits  are  hi¬ 
therto  unknown. 


The  Wifdom  of  Parliament  may  never- 
thelefs,  in  Time,  difcover  fuch  Means  of 
perfect  and  liable  Connection  with  the  Co¬ 
lonies,  as  may  fecure  a  juft  Authority  over 
them,  and  at  the  fame  Time,  preferve 

inviolable. 
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inviolable,  the  Privileges  and  Immunities, 
purchafed  by  our  Brethren  in  America ,  at 
the  Expence  of  cultivating  a  Wildernefs  for 
our  Advantage. 

And  indeed  by  the  prudent  Policy  of 
thofe  who  planned  or  granted  the  feveral 
Charters,  the  Talk  of  fecuring  the  Depend- 
ance  of  the  Colonies,  is  rendered  much  lefs 
difficult  to  Government,  than  it  might  have 
been,  had  the  Charters  been  uniform.  But 
by  granting  diftind  Privileges  and  Eftablifh- 
ments  to  the  feveral  Provinces,  each  has  ac¬ 
quired  an  Opinion,  that  its  own  is  the  mod; 
perfed,  and  would  not  willingly  exchange 
its  Condition,  or  communicate  its  Peculiar, 
with  any  other  Colony.  Thus  they  are, 
and  muft  long  remain,  not  only  unconneSled, 
but  in  fome  Cafes  Oppofites ,  till  the  Profped 
of  fome  common  Danger  appears,  and  forces 
them  to  unite  in  their  common  Defence, 
and  build  up  a  potent  and  formidable  Con¬ 
federacy. 

If  we  permit  the  Americans  to  trade  as 
they  have  done  ;  if  we  permit  them  to  raife 
every  Kind  of  raw  Materials,  of  which  we 
have  need,  either  tor  Uie  or  Commerce  ;  if 
WP  render  it  their  Intereft,  by  fuch  Means, 

to 
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to  be  dependant  upon  us,  they  will  be  fo 


If  we  promote  Scholarfhips  for  Americans 

in  our  Univerfities ;  give  Polls  and  Benefits 

in  America ,  to  luch  Americans  who  have 

Itudied  here,  preferably  to  others.  If  the 

Government  permits  fuch  Youth  as  come 

to  Europe ,  on  account  of  their  Studies,  to 

come  over  in  the  King’s  Ships  gratis ,  we 

fhall  llill  unite  them  more  firmly.  The 
•  ,  ** 
Americans ,  by  mixing  with  our  own  Youth 

at  the  Univerfity,  will  diffufe  a  Spirit  of  En¬ 
quiry  after  America ,  and  its  Affairs ;  they 
will  cement  Friendships  on  both  Sides,  which 
will  be  of  more  lading  Benefit  to  both  Coun¬ 
tries,  than  all  the  Armies  that  Britain  can 
fend  thither. 


-X  «  V 
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If  fuch  be  the  Conduct  of  this  Nation  to- 
wards  her  Colonies,  Ihe  will  ever  poffefs 
their  Affeftions  j  the  Produft  of  their  La¬ 
bours  will  center  here  ;  their  Power  will  be 

fubfervient  to  our  Command,  and  a  Force 

•  ** 

will  be  generated,  Providence  permitting, 
fuperior  to  what  any  Country  now  poddies. 

FINIS. 
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